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HE MESSENGER 

 

Vermont Lutheran Church’s Mission Statement: 

Christians Actively Reaching Out Experiencing Christ and Spreading His Word 

From the Interim Pastor’s Desk .  . 

  

 

All Saint's Day is normally celebrated in the church on the last Sunday of October. 
It commemorates all the saints of Christendom, known and unknown. In the local 
church, however, it normally commemorates those members and friends who have 
died recently. This church does not normally celebrate All Saint's Day, but I'd like 

to give it a try. In my short time here, I have presided over four services marking 
the death of members and friends. Two I knew briefly; two I knew not at all. But I 
got to know them in a way through the remembrances of their family and loved 
ones. They were all wonderful people who lived good lives and lives of faith. They 
were all significant contributors to the Christian church, and this is no small thing. 
I'd like to honor and acknowledge them on All Saint's Day. 

 

But there's a rub. There's always a rub. All Saint's Day is also Reformation Sunday. 

To celebrate All Saint's Day on Reformation Sunday is risky business. Martin 
Luther had a few choice words for the saints. He had a few choice words for the 
Virgin Mary as well. He thought the Roman Catholic Church used them as fund 
raisers because the Roman Catholic Church sold their superfluous faith in the 
form of indulgences. Nonetheless, I am (fairly) confident 
that we can celebrate All Saint's Day in a way that does 

justice to Reformation Sunday. Be there and see! 

 

Contact Liz if you would like a relative or loved one 

remembered. 

 

Rev. Rebecca Clancy 
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Ask me anything.... 

about the Bible! 
 

Pastor Rebecca is eager to answer any and 
all questions you may have about the Bible. 
Please submit your questions to the church 
by email, and they will be answered in the 

newsletter. 

 

 

 

Martin Luther’s  

 

“For inasmuch as the saints are 
always aware of their sin and seek 
righteousness from God in accord 

with His mercy, for this very reason 
they are always also regarded as 

righteous by God.  Thus in their own 
sight and in truth they are 

unrighteous, but before God they are 
righteous because He reckons them so 

because of their confession of sin.  
They are actually sinners, but they are 

righteous by the imputation of a 
merciful God.  They are unknowingly 

righteous and knowingly 
unrighteous; they are sinners in fact 

but righteous in hope.  And this is 
what he is saying here: ‘Blessed are 
they whose iniquities are forgiven, 

and whose sins are covered.’  

(Ps. 32:1)” 

 

Quote of the Month 
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HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 

 

 

QUILTS and SCHOOL KIS SHIPPED 

We had a phenomenal year!  We were able 
to ship 258 quilts in 47 boxes and 91 School 
Kits in 8 boxes.  Thank you everyone that 
made these mission projects a success!  
Your dedication and continued effort uplift 
people around the world. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 

NEW CARPET INSTALLATION 
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Seeking Veteran’s 

Memorial Updates 

 

With many of the cemetery and grounds projects pretty well completed I think it’s time to revive 
a project started in 2022 but pretty much put on hold since then. I’d like to run a “new” flag up 
the pole and solicit names to update our Veteran’s Memorial. 

 

Previously I received eleven names of veterans for what we will consider post-Viet Nam era.  
The last memorial stone in our current Veteran’s Memorial stops with Viet Nam era veterans.  
We know there have been quite a number of Vermont Lutheran Church members and those asso-
ciated with Vermont that should be honored for their service.  In addition, we have quite a few 
new members that should also be included if they served their country. 

 

The plan is to add an additional marker just to the east of those in place already. For the moment, 
the heading for the marker will be “Gulf and War on Terrorism” or something to that effect.  Be-
low you’ll see the names already collected, including a few additions to our existing Memorial.  
Please relate new names to me at  jcurness@outlook.com  and we’ll make sure they are included 
in the next update and installation. 

OU R LE GA CY  

Introduction to Biblical Theology 

Vermont Lutheran Church 

 

Suggested Text:  

Harper-Collins Study Bible, NRSV 

 

 

 

October 8— Introducing the Old Testament:  Three Theological Themes 

October 15—The Old Testament: 

NEWS  

mailto:jcurness@outlook.com
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MISSION TAKE-OUT LEFSE & MEATBALLS 

Preparations for the 3rd annual Mission Take-Out  
(replacing the Lutefisk Dinner) is starting in September: 

 

Meatballs:       Gravy:  

Friday, October 13
th
  Saturday, October 14

st                                                                                                                 

                 
Kris and Peter Antonie   767-2641 

 

EVENT DAY:  SATURDAY, OCTOBER 21
st

   

 MISSION TAKE-OUT  

  10:30am-12pm    

 HØST (Norwegian for FALL) FESTIVAL 
   Questions please call Church Admin  767-3312 

  11am—2pm 

 Meatball Slider supplied by the church. 
 Potluck Sides and desserts (bring your 

Norwegian cookies/rommegrot/lefse) 
 Activities:  Wagon Rides, Pumpkin Painting, 

Apple Bobbing, S’mores by the fire pit, Three Legged races and Giant 
Ball of Twine. 

 
   Thank you!  It takes a lot of us to make this day a success. 

All times are listed on our website calendar. 

NEWS (continued) 

It is Vermont Lutheran's volunteer Saturday at 
Mazomanie's Christians in Action Food Pantry on 
November 11th. This is the last of our three dates for 
2023. Once again we request help to set up the 
Pantry beginning at 9:15 AM at the Community 
Center Auditorium. The work includes setting up the 
tables and then lifting and carrying the food items to 
the tables. It takes approximately 45 minutes. If 
anyone is available at 11:30 to help clear the space 
once again, they are also welcome but our goal is to 
supply enough help for the setup! Our thanks to all 
those who have helped in the past and look forward 
to seeing those who are able once again on 
November 11th. 
Larry Ziemer and Paul Olhrogge 
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Monthly Financial Report 

September 2023 

   Contributions      Operating Expenses   

  2023  2022  Change  2023  2022  Change 

Monthly  $   19,019  $  13,653  $   5,366  $   9,878 $ 12,105 ($   2,227)      

YTD  $  115,036  $ 97,057  $ 17,978  $125,759 $106,573  $ 19,186   

 

NEWS (continued) 

Strings to Roam Madison Bluegrass Band 

If you love good music, especially Blue Grass , and enjoy an uplifting worship service, you'll want to 
join us for a Bluegrass worship service at Vermont Lutheran Church on Sunday, November 12th at 
9:30 with music provided by Strings to Roam who are a local group "excited to play a gospel 
selection of bluegrass roots and share this morning with you!"  

Please join us in viewing this remarkable LEGACY we have! 
 
When:    Saturday, October 21st 11am-2pm 
    (Take-Out Pick-Up 10:30am-12pm)  

Where:  Vermont Lutheran Church, 9886 Vermont Church Road, Black Earth 

What:   Meatball dinner roll sandwich supplied by the church. 

What to Bring: Potluck Side or dessert to pass 

   (bring your Norwegian cookies/rommegrot/lefse) 

Activities:    Wagon Rides, Pumpkin Painting, Apple Bobbing, S’mores by the fire pit, 
   Three Legged races, Giant Ball of Twine and Quilt Raffle. 

What to Do:  RSVP with # attending. 

     

https://www.stringstoroam.com/
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October 1 

Title: Lenses 

Topic: The lenses we wear to view life 

I Kings 1:11-21, Romans 13:11-14, 
John 9:13-16, 30-33 

 

October 8 

Title: Belonging 

Topic: Belonging 

Genesis 25:19-26, I Corinthians 12:12-

27, Matthew 14:22-33 

 

October 15 

Title: Incivility 

Topic: Incivility 

I Samuel 25: 2-13, 32-33, Galatians 5: 
13-15 John 15:15-17 

 

October 22 

Title: What Scares Us 

Topic: Our fear of one another 

Ruth 2:8-13, II Corinthians 4:16-5:5, 
Luke 7:1-10 

 

October 29 

Title: All Saint's Day 

Topic: All Saint's Day 

Sirach 44:1-5, I Corinthians 15:12-19, 
John 14:1-7 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

Steven Holzhueter October 04 

Buford Olson October 04 

Patricia Ziemer October 04 

Carroll Lodahl October 05 

Justin Herrling October 06 

Anna Herman October 08 

Debra Barsness October 09 

Cricket Stapelmann October 10 

Elizabeth Childs October 12 

Jorgen Goderstad October 13 

Sara Herrling October 14 

Steven Miller October 16 

Hana King October 17 

James Herrling October 18 

Katie Schultz October 22 

Amelia Burton October 23 

Sophie Gresens October 28 

Mary Aeschlimann October 29 

Elijah Gold October 30 

Joseph Herrling October 30 

Cynthia Humphrey October 30 

Elizabeth Gold October 31 

Timothy Gold October 31 

Samantha Herrling October 31 
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Vermont Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes (Draft) 

September 10, 2023 

 

Present: Aaron Tigert, Steve Holzhueter, Deb Krebs, Carol Johnson, Wade Winchip, Lucas Herrling, Pastor 
Rebecca 

 

Called to order 10:36am- Aaron Tigert.  

 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Rebecca reported on her recent In-reach activities and those of the various teams. 
There will be a new member orientation meeting in October. She shared that there will be 6 confimants this 
year and Sunday school will start soon. She will also begin teaching Bible School the second and fourth Sun-
days of the month. The visionary team (marketing) is working on promotional materials for the Woodlands 
and the Gathering Space rental, and they are developing a line of VLC merchandise that will be available for 
purchase. She reiterated that there should be someone from the event team to serve as point person and liai-
son to groups and individuals interested in renting the Gathering Space or using the woodland areas.  

 

Secretary’s Report: Approved: (Steve Holzhueter/Deb Krebs)  

 

Treasurer’s Report: Approved (Carol Johnson/Wade Winchip). Steve reported that he is looking into consoli-
dating legacy and operating accounts into one savings account to obtain a higher interest rate.  

 Gathering Space rental discussion. All agreed that there should be a Security Deposit requirement for all 
non-member rentals of the Gathering Space. This would be a separate deposit from the rental fee. Deposit 
would be used towards cleaning expenses or repairs if necessary. 

 Security Proposal: A second proposal was received and is currently being reviewed. This second one in-
cludes exterior cameras for 24/7 surveillance, lighting, and entry door key codes or FOBs. 

 CPR training: The materials are available and dates that Melissa is able to provide training. Need to pick a 
date and start the registration process. 

 Carpet to be installed next week. 

Bruce is still looking for acceptable organ options. 

 

Call Process Update: Carol reported the call committee will be meeting on September 13th.   

 

New Business:  
There is a request for use of the Gathering Space for a December 30th reception. 

 

Old Business:  

 Church Picnic was August 19, 2023, and came well under budget. 

Works is near completion on the Flower Garden. Thanks to all that volunteered. 

 

Adjournment 11:30 am 

Next meeting: October 15, 2023, at 10:40 am 

Submitted 
Carol Johnson, Secretary  
VLC Church Council 
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Committee/Team Reports  
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Committee/Team Reports (continued) 
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ELCA 
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ELCA 

Planning Your Legacy 
Presented by the ELCA Foundation 

and The Stelter Company 
 

When: Tuesday, October 17 | 7 p.m. Central time 
 

Where: Zoom webinar   

 

Join supporters like you for a one-hour, complimentary webinar to gain valuable insights into estate 
planning and charitable giving strategies in today’s evolving economic landscape. We will highlight a 
few key details of the current economic climate, give you an overview of what you need for a solid 
estate plan, and teach you how you can leave a legacy to support the ministries of ELCA — while also 
saving on taxes. This can be your first step toward leaving a legacy that endures for generations to 
come. 

Presenters: 
 
Lynn M. Gaumer, J.D. 
Senior Gift Planning Consultant, The Stelter Company  
 
Josh Kerney 
Interim Director of Gift Planning, ELCA Foundation 

 

The ELCA Foundation is here to help you create your legacy and ensure the continuation of 
God’s work in the world — for years and years to come. We can partner with you, your con-
gregation, your synod or another ELCA-related organization as you explore the variety of 
possibilities for giving with generosity and foresight. We provide expertise — as well as re-
sources, financial education, and investment and endowment management services — to 
help you joyfully answer the call to love and serve our neighbor.  

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2felca.org%2ffoundation&srcid=343573&srctid=1&erid=67c855a4-dc90-40d8-b3ad-2c814eaff844&trid=67c855a4-dc90-40d8-b3ad-2c814eaff844
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SYNOD 
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GATHER MAGAZINE 

Looking for a Christmas Gift? 

Available at Amazon.com: Flyaway Books .  Proceeds go to help fund Gather Magazine. 

https://www.amazon.com/stores/page/1B5A20DA-9F1C-4FAE-9AF6-7C1FE8C4677B?channel=GatherEM%3A%20Oct23
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I               Call or email 

 

 

 

 

             to 

       

        Jan Cowan - 767-4616 -  jancowan@tds.net 
        

Visit Vermont’s Website:  

www.vermontlutheran.org 

Password:  CARES 

 

Log on to see all Vermont  

news and pictures!   

  

November Newsletter  
articles are due  
October 26th 

to Elizabeth Herrling at 
vermont_church@tds.net 

Vermont Lutheran Church 

9886 Vermont Church Road 
Black Earth, WI   53515 

Telephone (608) 767-3312 
 

E-mail address:  Vermont_Church@tds.net 
Website:   vermontlutheran.org 

It is our time to build a legacy 
 

Become a member of the Legacy Fund. Members of the Legacy Fund come from all walks of life and are 
united by a desire to preserve our beautiful Church, Cemetery and adjoining land. Vermont Lutheran Church 
owns and maintains a cemetery, historic church building, Gathering Place and 115 acres of adjacent land 
with a hilltop viewscape. Christian stewardship involves the faithful management of all the gifts God has 
given us, including accumulated, inherited and appreciated resources. Therefore, we created the Legacy 
Fund to encourage, receive and administer these gifts.  

Our goal is to generate and maintain a Legacy Fund of $1 Million dollars, or more. Through receipt of 
bequests, grants and/or gifts, contributions to the Legacy Fund and investment growth will serve three very 
important purposes now and into the future: 

 

1. Expand the cemetery and develop and maintain the adjacent land in a manner that maximizes its natural 
beauty and preserves its ecological importance; and, 

2. Provide funds to pay property taxes on the portion of the adjacent land subject to taxes; and, 

3. Provide funds for future maintenance of the cemetery and building and grounds needs of the Church. 

Any legacy member whose contribution totals $1,000 or more will be recognized with a brass plate on a 
prominently displayed plaque. Annual meeting reports will include all the names of those individuals who 
made a contribution of any amount that year. 


